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LEGAL ADVICE

Why should I contact a solicitor?

If you have been involved in an accident resulting in a head injury, it is strongly recommended that you and/or a member of your family to contact a solicitor to ascertain whether you would be entitled to compensation for your injuries.
There are three main elements of any claim for compensation; 

1. You will need to show that another person was at least partly to blame for causing your injuries;

2. It is also necessary to prove that you suffered an injury; and

3. That another person's actions caused your injury.

Your solicitor will be able to advise you whether you meet the above criteria taking into account the circumstances of your accident and therefore whether you have a viable claim. 

Whilst the main purpose of pursuing a claim is to receive financial compensation, it can also provide other positive benefits. For example, the Rehabilitation Code says that support should be provided to you and your family. This will usually be in the form of rehabilitation and treatment but can also include counselling or cognitive behavioural therapy or the appointment of a Case Manager, who can assess what support you need. In some circumstances, third party insurance companies will provide support and rehabilitation even when liability is in dispute.

How do I choose a solicitor?

Remember: due to the complex nature of brain injury claims, it is very important to use a solicitor with specialist experience and knowledge of the condition. 

You will be able to obtain a list of expert personal injury solicitors from your local Headway Group or online at www.headway.org.uk
What happens at the first meeting with my solicitor?

When you meet with your chosen solicitor, do not be afraid to ask questions. Your solicitor should not object to answering your queries fully and honestly.  
It may be useful to take a written list of questions to your first appointment and make a note of your solicitor’s responses. Below are some suggested questions you may wish to ask:  

-
How many head injury calims have you dealt with?

-
If the head injured person is a child, ask “how many children’s head injury claims have you dealt with?”
-
Do you belong to the Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL)?

-
Do you belong to the Law Society’s Personal Injury Panel?

-
Will you be able to apply for an interim payment?

-
What are the options for funding the case?  (e.g. no-win, no-fee, Conditional Fee Agreements?  Legal Aid?)
-
Do you have links with your local Headway Group?

-
Are you prepared to visit at home if necessary?

-
Can we phone you if we have any problems?

Benefits

If you are in reciept of any benefits as a result of sustaining a head injury in an accident and you intend to make a claim for compensation as described above, you should be aware that any final award of compensation may be reduced to take into acount the benefits you have received. 
Common forms of benefit people with head injuries receive include:

- Employment and Support Allowance 
- Personal Independence Payment

- Carer’s Allowance

- pip

Attendance Allowance


- Income Support




- Reduced Earnings Allowance
- Jobseekers Allowance


- Carer’s Allowance
- Invalidity Pension

- Statutory Sick Pay (up to 28 weeks)
- Motability Allowance

- Housing and Coucil Tax Benefit

- Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit


If you would like more information on benefits, please visit www.headway.org.uk/welfarebenefits
Further Guidance 

We understand that the legal process is difficult and can be very confusing and if you would like any further guidance, we recommend that you consult  “Claiming Compensation After Brain Injury”. This is a comprehensive guide issued by Headway which provides a detailed overview of the claims process, specifically related to brain injury cases.
You can access this via the national Headway website, www.headway.org.uk
